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MEDIA RELEASE & PHOTOCALL
WEDNESDAY 26 AUGUST 2009
DANCE GROUPS WILL BREAK WITH TRADITION
Youngsters across the North East may soon be dancing in the streets thanks to an innovative arts project funded by leading oil and gas operator Talisman Energy (UK) Limited and the Scottish Government’s ‘Cashback for Communities’ programme.

YDance: Scottish Youth Dance is delivering a series of free dance sessions for young men in the 10-18 age group, with Street Dance classes due to start in early September which will lead to an opportunity to be part of a break-dance troupe named the ‘AB Crew’.

Funding for the venture was secured earlier this year at  a Dragon’s Den inspired evening entitled ‘Art of the Pitch’, where four shortlisted organisations performed in a bid to secure cash from Talisman and law firm McGrigors LLP.  

YDance won the oil company’s vote to earn £5,000 in sponsorship.  That  figure has been matched £1 for £1 with funds from the government’s Cashback scheme, which distributes money recovered from proceeds of crime to youth projects.
The group is collaborating with Active Schools Aberdeen to deliver the contemporary dance project, which is designed to offer boys aged between 10 and 18 the opportunity to try out some of the latest Street Dance and Breakdance moves under the expert tutelage of Daniel Aing, a specialist Breakdancer from Marseille. 

Jacquelynn Craw, Talisman’s Vice President of Legal, PR/CR and Company Secretary said:  “We believe this project will grasp the imagination of young people across the North East of Scotland.
“Dance has always been a diverse medium, and through music such as hip-hop it has become of interest to a whole new audience.  What we are trying to do is take that interest to the next level by teaching the skills and techniques which make Street Dance and Breakdancing such an exciting area of performance art.  By embracing street culture, this project will benefit those who take part and the wider community because it offers a positive outlet for youthful energy and enthusiasm.”   
More……..
2… Dance groups will break with tradition
Daniel has been delivering taster sessions this week at Aberdeen Grammar School, Northfield Academy, Dyce Academy, Bridge of Don Academy, Oldmachar Academy and Bankhead Academy. 
Kat Burke, Aberdeen Active Schools Coordinator said: “We are delighted to be working in partnership with YDance to bring this programme to Aberdeen. Daniel has really inspired the boys to try something new and have fun with dance.”
He will be in Aberdeenshire next week and all the tasters are aiming to inspire interest from boys who will then have the opportunity to join a number of different dance groups under the AB Crew name.  There are also plans to stage an event showcasing the newly-acquired skills of those taking part.
Dance group classes already confirmed are:

Wednesdays - 12.30pm to 1.30pm (starts 9 September) 

at the ABERDEEN FOYER (Marywell Centre, Marywell Street, Aberdeen AB11 6JF)

Thursdays - 12.30pm to 1.30pm (starts 10 September)

At the ABERDEEN FOYER FRASERBURGH, Stevenson Education Centre, Victoria Street, Fraserburgh, AB43 9PJ

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

DANIEL AING
After first learning Capoeira (an Afro-Brazilian art form that combines elements of martial arts, games, music, and dance) Daniel, who comes from Marseille, went on to discover a passion for dance and has spent many years developing his skills as a Breakdancer. He was first employed by YDance back in 2002 and has gone on to work with them on a number of occasions including performing in the UK tour of The Story of the Blues - YDance’s first production created especially for young audiences. Daniel now works with a range of organisations delivering Street Dance, Contemporary and Breakdance sessions to a wide variety of ages and recently choreographed Chronos for Project Y 2009 – Scotland’s Contemporary Youth Dance Company which is run by YDance. 

Talisman Energy Inc. is an independent upstream oil and gas company headquartered in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.  Talisman has operations in Canada and its subsidiaries operate in the UK, Norway, Southeast Asia, North Africa and the United States. Talisman’s subsidiaries are also active in a number of other international areas. Talisman is committed to conducting its business in an ethically, socially and environmentally responsible manner. The Company is a participant in the United Nations Global Compact and included in the Dow Jones Sustainability (North America) Index. Talisman’s shares are listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange in Canada and the New York Stock Exchange in the United States under the symbol TLM.
Cashback for Communities was launched by the Scottish Government in January 2008 and has supported more than 260 youth organisations with funding from assets seized through the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002.

More……..
PHOTO OPPORTUNITY
WHEN:

Friday 28 August (10.15am to 11.00am) at Bankhead Academy, Bankhead Avenue, Bucksburn, Aberdeen, AB21 9ES 
PHOTOS/ FILMING:
All media are invited to attend and there will be photo/filming opportunities with 




Daniel Aing and the participants..

For further information please contact Esther Currie, Marketing Manager on 0141 552 7712/07912868797/ esther@scottishyouthdance.org 

or Victoria Ram, Marketing Officer on 0141 552 7712/07715138989/ Victoria@scottishyouthdance.org. 
For all press and media enquires please contact: 

Esther Currie, Marketing Manager - esther@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7732 or

Victoria Ram, Marketing Officer – Victoria@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7776.
Jonathan Moore, PR/CR Team Leader, Talisman Energy (UK) Limited – jonathanm@talisman-energy.com 01224 352977.

