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MEDIA RELEASE

23 JULY 2008
PROJECT Y 2008
YDance (Scotland’s National Youth Dance Agency) has brought together twenty two of Scotland’s best young dancers for Project Y 2008 and the Company are in residence at The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in Glasgow from Monday 7 July. Over the following four weeks they will be working closely with guest choreographers and dance specialists on new pieces for a short Scottish tour which includes performances at Royal Scottish Academy of Music & Drama (Glasgow), the Brunton Theatre (Musselburgh), Eden Court (Inverness) and as part of the Aberdeen International Youth Festival at The Lemon Tree (Aberdeen).
Andy Howitt said:

‘I am delighted that we are able to run Project Y for the third year running. It is a unique opportunity for the young dancers involved and gives them a real sense of what it is like to be part of a professional dance company. All twenty two of our young dancers share a commitment and love of dance and I am really looking forward to seeing what they can do.’ 
During Project Y 2008 the participants will work with four top class contemporary dance choreographers - Andy Howitt (Artistic Director, YDance), Anna Kenrick (Project Director, YDance), Alan Greig (Artistic Director, X Factor Dance Company) and Duncan Macfarland. Each choreographer brings their unique style and way of working to the project and by the end of the four weeks will have created a new work for the Company. Oxymoron (Andy Howitt) takes a journey through the extremes of opposites, Freefall (Anna Kenrick) explores how holding onto emotions, people or memories alters how we live in the present and impacts on who we are, Eye of the Beholder (Alan Greig) is a high energy creation which combines physicality with humour and New Work (Duncan McFarland) is a fast paced fusion of contemporary dance styles. 
Andy continued:

‘Over the past year we have been able to expand the Project Y experience out with the summer period offering our young dancers the opportunity to work with dance companies from Marseille and Linkoping, Sweden. They have also been involved on a joint project with Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland.’ 
Project Y are performing at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music & Drama on Wednesday 30 July, the Brunton Theatre on Thursday 31 July, Eden Court on Friday 1 August and The Lemon Tree on Saturday 2 August. For further information on any of these performances visit www.ydance.org. 

CONT…

PRESS NIGHT
Critics are invited to attend the performance on Wednesday 30 July at 7.30pm at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music & Drama. Please contact Esther Currie, Press Manager on 0141 552 7732 or email esther@scottishyouthdance.org to reserve your tickets.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES

To arrange a photo opportunity with the Project Y Company and choreographers during their residency at The Space please contact  Esther Currie, Press Manager on 0141 552 7732 or email esther@scottishyouthdance.org. Full Company details are provided here and more information about the four choreographers is available here.
TOUR INFORMATION 

Royal Scottish Academy of Music & Drama - Wednesday 30 July, 7.30pm

0141 332 5057

www.rsamd.ac.uk

Brunton Theatre, Musselburgh - Thursday 31 July, 7.30pm

0131 665 2240

www.bruntontheatre.co.uk

Eden Court Theatre - Friday 1 August, 6pm & 8pm

01463 234 234

www.eden-court.co.uk

Aberdeen International Youth Festival - The Lemon Tree Studio - Saturday 2 August, 7pm

01224 641122

www.boxofficeaberdeen.com

BIOGRAPHIES 

Alan Greig 

Alan trained in London at the Laban Centre and Central School of Ballet.  He spent a year in New York City as a scholarship student of seminal choreographer Alwin Nikolais.  He has since taught, choreographed and performed extensively in the UK.  In 1990 he formed The X Factor Dance Company of which he is the Artistic Director.  Alan was Choreographer-in-Residence for Edinburgh from 1991 to 1993 and attended the prestigious International Dance Course for Professional Choreographers and Composers in 1995.  In 1996, New Moves brought Canadian mentor Peter Boneham (Le Groupe, Ontario) to work with The X Factor and the British Council supported a performance in Germany at the Manntanz Festival, Cologne. Recent choreographic commissions include Liverpool Institute of the Performing Arts, Northern School of Contemporary Dance, University College Bretton Hall, Scottish Dance Theatre and Edinburgh’s Telford College.  

Andy Howitt

Andy was born in Fife, and danced with Fife Youth Dance Company before going to the Laban Centre for Movement and Dance in London. He then joined Transitions Dance Company, also based at Laban. Since leaving college Andy has danced and choreographed for Diversions Dance Company, Scottish Opera, TAG Theatre Company and Scottish Dance Theatre. In 1999 Andy became Artistic Director for YDance and in recent years has created a number of dance productions especially for young people - Story of the Blues, Olga the Brolga and Corryvreckan - as well as choreographing works with the St Magnus Festival, MacRobert and the Company of Angels.

Anna Kenrick

Anna trained at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance in Leeds graduating in 1999 after which she went to work with the Education Team at The Place, London. During this time she also worked as the Dance Artist for Anjali Dance Company and ran community workshops for Magpie Dance – creating a range of work for different festivals and performance platforms. In 2002 Anna joined Ludus Dance Company where she worked as both a dancer and teacher. She performed in the national and international tours of Perfecting Eugene, Trapped and Zygote as well as working with choreographers Rosie Kay, Philip Van Huffel and Hannah Gillgren. During her time with Ludus Dance she also choreographed a number of thematic pieces including site specific work for youth groups of differing ages and experiences. Anna was appointed Project Director for YDance in August 2007.

Duncan McFarland

Duncan was born in San Francisco and trained from a young age in dance, music and theatre. Subsequently he studied at California’s first High School of the Performing Arts, University of California at Berkeley, MUDRA/Belgium and the Royal Conservatory of Music in Brussels. He holds degrees in Dance/Theatre/Music, Computer Science, Psychology and Philosophy. A renowned dance teacher and mentor, he has choreographed over 100 works for the stage for dance, theatre and opera companies throughout Europe, North America, Austral-asia and Asia. He has served as a member of Faculty at Costa Mesa Collage, MUDRA/Brussels, University of California at Berkeley, Laban Centre for Movement and Dance and London Contemporary Dance School.
PROJECT Y 2008 – THE COMPANY
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For all press and media enquires please contact: 

Esther Currie, Press Manager - esther@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7732 or

Victoria Ram, Press Assistant – Victoria@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7776.


