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MEDIA RELEASE
MONDAY 1 JUNE 2009
NORTH AYRSHIRE FREE TO DANCE GROUPS GET BUSY THIS SUMMER
For the past year YDance has been working in partnership with groups and organisations in Ayrshire to get teenage girls dancing as part of the Free To Dance project - funded by the Scottish Government Health Department. Girls from across the area have been attending free weekly dance sessions and throughout this summer will be getting involved in a number of local events including the North Ayrshire Youth Dance Festival, the St Inan’s Festival and the Kilbirnie Fete. 
Lisa Yip, FTD Dance Development Officer (Ayrshire) said:

‘Our Free To Dance groups are going to be really busy this summer as we have been asked to take part in lots of local events. The girls are really looking forward to getting involved in what’s happening in their area and have been working very hard to get ready.
Our Garnock Academy, Auchinharvie Academy and St Matthew’s Academy groups are all performing at the North Ayrshire Youth Dance Festival on 2 June and our Beith Group are taking part in the St Inan’s Festival on 13 June – they’ll be on a float in the Gala Parade and they’ll be performing on the main stage too. The Beith Community Group is taking part in a Street Dance Competition at Strathclyde Park on 14 June and the girls from the Kilbirnie Youth Club group are performing at the Kilbirnie Fete on the 27 June.’
As part of the Free To Dance Project YDance will also be running a number of summer dance sessions across Ayrshire in July and August. As the project is fully funded these sessions are free to all participants and open to teenage girls (aged 13 to 19). Final details are still to be confirmed, but will be promoted on the YDance website – www.ydance.org. 

Lisa continued:

‘We’ve got a really busy summer programme planned and we hope that lots of girls from the area will be signing up to take part. You don’t need to have had any dance training or experience just lots of energy and enthusiasm.’ 

For further information please contact Esther Currie, Marketing Manager on 0141 552 7712 esther@scottishyouthdance.org or Victoria Ram, Marketing Assistant on 0141 552 7712  Victoria@scottishyouthdance.org. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
CALENDER OF EVENTS

Ayrshire Youth Dance Festival 


2 June 
St Inan’s Festival



13 June 

Strathclyde Park Street Dance Competition
14 June 
Kilbirnie Fete 




27 June

FREE TO DANCE 

YDance has been funded by the Scottish Government Health Department to offer teenage girls in Ayrshire, Glasgow and Orkney a range of opportunities to get active through dance. Over a 3 year period (2008 to 2011) the Company is running weekly dance sessions, holiday programmes and dance training opportunities for young women aged between 13 and 19 in each area. The project is being tailored to suit the needs of each area and is coming towards to end of a successful 1st year. 

Statistics for term 1 of the project:
· 109 Free To Dance Sessions took place each week

· 68 different organisations from Ayrshire, Glasgow and Orkney have been working in partnership with YDance to deliver these sessions

· an average of 827 teenage girls took part each week

· there were a total of 13,326 attendances
For all press and media enquires please contact: 

Esther Currie, Marketing Manager - esther@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7732 or

Victoria Ram, Marketing Assistant – Victoria@scottishyouthdance.org, 0141 552 7776.


