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Press release 6th June 2011

New International Youth Dance Festival in 2012 Announced

YDance is set to be involved in a major new youth dance event taking place in London in 2012 showcasing the talent of hundreds young dancers from across the UK, and the premiere of a new piece by a leading international choreographer. The event, called U.Dance 2012, will run from 13 to 16 July next year with three nights of performances at Southbank Centre. Managed by Youth Dance England in partnership with Southbank Centre, National Youth Dance Wales, DU: Dance in Northern Ireland, and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance); the event will highlight and develop talented young dancers aged between 11 and 19 years. 

There will be a number of opportunities for young people to be involved. U.Dance 2012 includes three nights of high-quality performances, participatory workshops and an international symposium. In a major new development, U.Dance 2012 will present the first UK-wide youth dance company called the U.Dance Ensemble, with internationally-renowned choreographer Hofesh Shechter appointed as Artistic Director. The Ensemble will play a significant role at U.Dance 2012 premiering their work at the event, with plans underway for the company to tour Britain at selected venues from July to September next year. 

Hofesh Shechter commented:

‘It is important to me to find young dancers that have untapped talent beyond their current skill and technique, which may be under-developed simply due to their age or lack of resources, but their inner creative world is one that can be used as a perfect starting point to develop their involvement in dance, their talent and later skill.’
Young dancers from the UK can apply to be part of U.Dance Ensemble, by completing an application form and take part in an audition in their home country. Auditions will start from October in Belfast, Glasgow, London, Newcastle and Birmingham (TBC). Applications open in July and a high volume of participants are expected. (Note: auditions in Wales were through National Youth Dance Wales and have now closed). Youth dance groups hoping to perform at U.Dance 2012 will be selected from U.Dance events being held in Wales and Scotland, and each of the nine English regions. Applications open in July 2011 and more information can be found on the U.Dance website.  

YDE Patron and choreographer Arlene Phillips said of the event: 
‘I’m delighted that Hofesh Shechter has been chosen to work with the new U.Dance Ensemble. It’s such a unique opportunity that will inspire young dancers across Britain. What a thrill to have such a talented choreographer involved in this work. U.Dance 2012 itself is set to be spectacular, I can’t wait to see youth dance groups getting involved and performing in London next year!’
U.Dance has run in England for more than three years, giving more than 118,000 young people (to date) the opportunity to perform. The programme has grown during this time to include a national event called U.Dance England (staged at the Birmingham Hippodrome in 2010), with U.Dance 2012 and the U.Dance Ensemble plans in progress. 
Richard Alston, Chair of Youth Dance England, said of the event: 
‘U.Dance reaches so many people and offers such a rich experience to young dancers all across the country. There is nothing else quite like it, and all of us at Youth Dance England are so excited by the young talent that U.Dance attracts and truly proud of what that talent achieves.’
U.Dance 2012 is set to be the biggest event of its kind, putting young talented dancers centre stage, forming a new youth dance company for Great Britain and Northern Ireland and promoting one of the fastest growing activities in the country, during the most exciting month of 2012. Application forms for U.Dance 2012 and the U.Dance Ensemble will be available online at www.u-dance.org from July 2011.
<ENDS>
NOTES FOR EDITORS
· Youth Dance England is the national organisation that champions excellence in dance for and with children and young people. 
· Southbank Centre is the UK’s largest arts centre, occupying a 21-acre site that sits in the midst of London’s most vibrant cultural quarter on the South Bank of the Thames. The site has an extraordinary creative and architectural history stretching back to the 1951 Festival of Britain. Southbank Centre is home to the Royal Festival Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and the Hayward Gallery as well as The Saison Poetry Library and the Arts Council Collection. The Royal Festival Hall reopened in June 2007 following the major refurbishment of the Hall and redevelopment of the surrounding area and facilities. www.southbankcentre.co.uk   

· U.Dance started in England in 2008 and has had more than 118,000 children and young people aged between five – 19 years, take part in events across the country at local, county, regional and national levels. In 2010 U.Dance England took place at the Birmingham Hippodrome with youth dance groups representing each English region.

· The aim of U.Dance is to help stimulate performance opportunities for children and young people across England by supporting existing events, encouraging new partnerships and new developments and helping to create new performance opportunities in an aim to give all young people the chance to perform. 
· U.Dance 2012 is the first event of its kind, working in partnership with National Youth Dance Wales, DU : Dance in Northern Ireland and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance) who will each run U.Dance events as selection platforms for groups to go to U.Dance 2012 at Southbank Centre which is hosting the four-day event in the Royal Festival Hall and the Queen Elizabeth Hall. 
· The event will include a series of workshops between 13th and 15th July for children and young people to participate in during the day time, providing the opportunity to learn new skills. Details on the workshops will be released early next year. 

· Day four of U.Dance 2012 features an International Symposium aimed at dance industry professionals. The one-day symposium will take place on 16th July at Southbank Centre and feature discussions focusing on the development of the youth dance sector with insights from a range of speakers.

· Applications for U.Dance 2012 and U.Dance Ensemble open in July and will be available from www.u-dance.org 

· Tickets for the performances and workshops will go on sale in early 2012 from Southbank Centre.
· The U.Dance Ensemble is the first youth dance company of its kind with young dancers from England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland between the ages of 16 and 21 years (up to 24 years if disabled). 
· The choreographer Hofesh Shechter has been appointed as Artistic Director of the U.Dance Ensemble. Shechter, who won the Critic’s Circle National Dance Award for Best Choreography (modern) in 2008, has produced work across the globe with his latest work Political Mother receiving world-wide acclaim in 2010. He has created work for the three major dance venues in London – The Place, Southbank Centre and Sadler’s Wells as well as being commissioned by numerous dance organisations in the UK and internationally. Shechter also choreographed the hit dance sequence ‘Maxxie’s Dance’ for the opening of the second series of Channel 4’s popular drama Skins. He is an Associate Artist of Sadler’s Wells and Hofesh Shechter Company is Resident Company at Brighton Dome.
· Hofesh Shechter will work with the Ensemble to produce a performance for U.Dance 2012. He will lead the group during three residencies in the lead up to the main event in July 2012 (Hofesh Shechter’s biography and images are available on request).
· Up to 30 young people are to become part of the company through selection events in each country next year. The Ensemble will perform for the first time at U.Dance 2012 in July next year and plan to tour Great Britain at selected venues until September 2012. 
· Images are available of past U.Dance events from across the England, performances from U.Dance England (national event in 2010), YDE’s national conference 2010, National Youth Dance Wales and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance). 
· Biography and images of Hofesh Shechter are available upon request.

· Interviews with Hofesh Shechter, Linda Jasper MBE (Director of Youth Dance England), Richard Alston (Chair of YDE and Artistic Director of The Place) and YDE patron Arlene Phillips are available on request. Interviews with YDance: Scottish Youth Dance and National Youth Dance Wales can be arranged upon request. 
· Contact us for more information on U.Dance 2012 and the U.Dance Ensemble, to request interviews and images please contact: Lucy Zidour, Marketing Officer, Youth Dance England on 020 7940 9800 or email lucy@yde.org.uk  
· For further information regarding Southbank Centre, please contact Katie Toms, Press Office, Southbank Centre on 020 7921 0926 or katie.toms@southbankcentre.co.uk  

· More information is available online at www.u-dance.org and www.yde.org.uk
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