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YDance is offering youth dance groups from across Scotland the chance to be involved in a major new youth dance event taking place in London in 2012, showcasing the talent of hundreds of young dancers from across the UK. 
U.Dance 2012, will run from 13 to 16 July next year with three nights of performances at Southbank Centre. Managed by Youth Dance England in partnership with Southbank Centre, National Youth Dance Wales, DU: Dance in Northern Ireland, and YDance (Scottish Youth Dance); the event will showcase the excellent work of talented young dancers aged between 11 and 19 from all over the country. 
U.Dance has been running in England since 2008, giving more than 118,000 young people (to date) the opportunity to perform at regional platform events, and an English U.Dance showcase at the Birmingham Hippodrome in 2010.  

U.Dance 2012 is set to be the biggest event of its kind, putting young talented dancers centre stage, forming a new youth dance company for Great Britain and Northern Ireland and promoting one of the fastest growing activities in the country, during the most exciting month of 2012. 
How to Get Involved in U.Dance 2012

YDance is co-ordinating U.Dance 2012 in Scotland. Youth dance groups can get involved in U.Dance Scottish Connection - an introductory workshop weekend in November 2011 in Glasgow, and apply for the Scottish Platform Event at the Macrobert in Stirling in February 2012. Up to 4 groups will be selected from the Platform event to take part in a 3-day programme of workshops and activities in London, and to perform in the Queen Elizabeth Hall or the Royal Festival Hall at the Southbank Centre along with groups from England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
· U.Dance Scottish Connection : 19th and 20th November 2011 
A 2-day event will be held at Anniesland College in Glasgow offering a series of masterclasses and workshops for participants and group leaders and giving groups the opportunity to share their work and perform for each other. 
· U.Dance Scottish Platform Event : 25th February 2012

Groups can apply to take part in the Scottish performance event at the Macrobert in Stirling – places are available for up to 15 groups. At this showcase, a selection panel from U.Dance 2012 will choose performances to go forward to the U.Dance UK showcase in London

· U.Dance 2012 Showcase : 13th – 15th July 2012

The event takes place at the Southbank Centre, London and includes three evening performances (one in the Queen Elizabeth Hall and two in the Royal Festival Hall), a residential dance programme at Roehampton University and an exciting range of performances and workshops in and around Southbank Centre.  Performers will include youth dance groups from England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, and the new UK youth dance company – U.Dance Ensemble. 
Applying to take part in U.Dance 2012

Applications for the U.Dance Scottish Connection event in November will be accepted from 15th August 2011. Application forms will be available to download from the YDance website www.ydance.org from 1st August. Places are restricted due to the size of the venue, so the maximum number in each group is limited to 15 plus 2 leaders. Depending on the size of each group, around 12 - 15 groups can be accommodated,  and places will be allocated on a first-come, first served basis. 
Applications to perform at the Scottish Platform Event will open on 3rd October 2011, with a closing date of 4th January 2012. Application forms and detailed guidelines will be available from the YDance website from the beginning of October 2011. Please note groups will be required to submit a DVD or link to online video of their work with the application.
To apply to take part in the Platform Event groups will be asked to submit a dance piece involving no more than 15 dancers aged 11 to 19 years (disabled dancers aged up to 24yrs can apply), and  which is no longer than 7 minutes in duration. YDance, as the Scottish Partner Organisation, will shortlist which groups will perform at the Scottish Platform on 25th February 2012. A regional selection panel with representatives from Youth Dance England, will watch the performance and select which group or groups will get a place at U.Dance 2012. All of the national and regional platforms in the UK will take place before the end of March, and YDE will inform groups  as to whether they have been selected or not by mid April 2012.

Costs

There is no fee to apply for a place at the Scottish Connection event or the Platform. YDance will have a fund available to subsidise travel and accommodation costs for the November event, and travel for the February event for groups from outwith the Central Belt. Details of subsidies and suitable accommodation will be available when the application forms are released in August.

Groups selected for the final Southbank showcase will be required to pay a contribution of £130 per person (including Group Leaders), towards their food and accommodation (full board) whilst staying in London. Catering and accommodation is arranged by YDE to be as cost effective as possible, and all of the workshops and other activities are free of charge. Groups will also have to cover the cost of travel to London if selected.
YDE advise groups to consider how they will pay this contribution when they apply and to begin fundraising as soon as they know they have a place at the Platform. Fundraising ideas are available from the resources section of the YDE website: www.yde.org.uk , and YDance will also give advice to selected groups.
Contact Details

If you have any questions please contact YDance:

Telephone: 0141 552 7712      Email Yvonne Young: yvonne@ydance.org     www.ydance.org
Information on the U.Dance 2012 UK programme is available at www.u-dance.org 
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