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U.Dance Ensemble Information & Guidance for Applicants

The U.Dance Ensemble is a UK-wide youth dance company led by Artistic Director Hofesh Shechter. It is managed by Youth Dance England working in Partnership with DU: Dance in Northern Ireland, National Youth Arts Wales, YDance (Scottish Youth Dance) and Southbank Centre. It is a new company and forms a key strand of the U.Dance 2012 event which will take place in July 2012 at Southbank Centre, in London. 
We are looking for up to 30 dancers from across England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales; who are passionate about dance and committed to working with each other and Hofesh Shechter to create a new dance piece for a premiere performance on Friday 13 July, in the Queen Elizabeth Hall at Southbank Centre.

What is involved in being in the U.Dance Ensemble?
The project is delivered over three main residential rehearsal periods. During these residencies the U.Dance Ensemble will be led by Hofesh in the creation of a new dance piece of between 15 and 20 minutes in duration. The piece will form a key highlight of the U.Dance 2012 event and will be performed on 13 July 2012 in the Queen Elizabeth Hall and 15 July 2012 in the Royal Festival Hall at Southbank Centre, as part of a varied programme of exceptional youth dance work from across the UK.

The dates of the residential rehearsal periods are:

· Friday 17 to Sunday 19 February 2012, in Glasgow

· Tuesday 10 to Saturday 14 April 2012, in Cardiff
· Tuesday 10 to Sunday 15 July 2012, in London
Dancers would need to attend all the rehearsals and remain in contact with Youth Dance England and YDance in between residencies to participate in any necessary planning and preparation via phone, written correspondence and email.

During each of the residencies the dancers will stay in student accommodation provided by the hosting nation and will participate in technique classes, intensive creation and rehearsal sessions led by Hofesh and social activities. The final residency will include the U.Dance 2012 event itself, and will enable the U.Dance Ensemble to meet and perform with hundreds of other young people from across the UK. 

Who can apply?
There are some general requirements which dancers would need to comply with which vary slightly, depending on which country you are based. This is due to the remit of each organisation involved in the project. Please refer to the table below to see what the requirements are for you to apply:
	Country in which you live:
	Age range*
	Training
	Previous Projects
	Availability at final audition (04/12/11)
	Nominator Required?

	Scotland
	Be aged 16 to 21 on 13 July 2012
	No specific requirements
	Has participated in ‘Project Y’ managed by YDance
	Yes
	Yes

	England
	Be aged 16 to 19 on 13 July 2012
	Not be in full time vocational training or a foundation course
	Has participated in projects or events managed by YDE or Partner Organisation**

	Yes
	Yes

	Northern Ireland
	Be aged 16 to 21 on 13 July 2012
	Not be in full time vocational training or a foundation course

	No specific requirements
	Yes
	Yes

	Wales
	Be aged 16 to 21 on 13 July 2012
	No specific requirements
	Is a current member of National Youth Dance Wales

	Yes
	Yes


*Disabled people aged 16 to 24 are eligible to apply regardless of which country they are applying from.
What are we looking for?

We are looking for dancers who will really benefit from being part of the U.Dance Ensemble. We’re not focused on technical perfection, but on enthusiastic, interesting and creative individuals who can really embrace this opportunity and push themselves to be the best that they can be. 

When we’re deciding who should be offered a place in the U.Dance Ensemble, we’ll be looking for dancers who can demonstrate the following attributes:

a) High level of performance skill in dance

b) Commitment to work creatively with new people 

c) Passion, dedication and enthusiasm for dance and performance

d) Experience in any dance style with a willingness to explore new dance styles and genres

e) Willingness to share what they’ve learnt with people in their local area, acting as an Ambassador for the Ensemble

f) A sense of musicality and theatricality

How are the dancers selected?
The first part of the process is for applicants to complete the written application form which is available as a downloadable Word document on www.ydance.org. You can also obtain a form by calling YDance on 0141 552 7712 or email victoria@ydance.org  
The deadline for applications is Friday 30th September 2011. It is our aim to invite all applicants to an audition in Glasgow on Saturday 5th November. If we receive more applications than we can accommodate, we may need to create a shortlist of applicants using the criteria outlined above.
The audition will be led by Hofesh Shechter, or his Company Rehearsal Director and will follow a basic format:

· Warm-up and Technique class

· Creative tasks including improvisation & choreography

If we need to audition more that 30 dancers on any one day, then we will run initial one-hour sessions in the morning, for up to 30 dancers at a time. This will enable Hofesh to select dancers that he would like to see again in the afternoon. The selected dancers will then participate in the second part of the audition process involving creative tasks including improvisation and choreography. 
Up to around 15 dancers will be selected from each UK nation to attend the final audition on Sunday 4th December at the Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, London. Hofesh will lead this audition and it will follow a similar format to the initial auditions, with the addition of a discussion element at the end. 

All dancers who attend the final audition will be contacted by Youth Dance England by 23rd December to inform them as to whether they have gained a place in the U.Dance Ensemble or not.

Does it cost anything to take part?

There are no charges for making an application or attending the auditions, but applicants are expected to cover their own travel expenses. 

The fee for being a member of the U.Dance Ensemble is £300. This helps to cover the accommodation and catering costs during the three residentials. U.Dance Ensemble dancers will need to cover their own travel expenses to and from the residentials, which take place in Glasgow, Cardiff and London. This payment will need to be made to Youth Dance England via cheque or bank transfer, by 31st January 2012.

For applicants who may have difficulty in finding funds for the programme, a small number of bursaries may be available and additional fundraising advice is available at www.yde.org.uk. 

Nominator 

We ask that all applicants are nominated by someone who knows them as a dancer and can vouch for their involvement in dance projects and their enthusiasm for gaining a place in the U.Dance Ensemble. The nominator needs to be over the age of 21 and could be, for example; the applicant’s teacher, parent, guardian, youth worker, carer or dance partner. They will need to be able to provide a supporting statement in the application form and sign the declaration at the end. They may be contacted by Youth Dance England or one of the U.Dance partner organisations working on this project for further information about the applicant and/or for chasing up forms, payment or information should the applicant be successful in becoming a member of the U.Dance Ensemble.
Making an Application

Dancers from Scotland:

You will need to complete an application form. Forms are available as a downloadable Word document on www.ydance.org . You can also obtain a form by calling YDance on 0141 552 7712 or email victoria@ydance.org  

Applications must be submitted to YDance by Friday 30th September 2011. Paper application forms must be delivered as a hard copy (printed, not emailed) to YDance, The Briggait, 141 Bridgegate, Glasgow G1 5HZ.  All sections must be completed.
Dancers from England and Northern Ireland:

Applications can be completed online on the U.Dance website (www.u-dance.org). Or you can type or hand-write your answers onto the Word version. You can download this from the U.Dance website or request one by emailing u.dance@yde.org.uk. 
Dancers from Wales:

Applications for the U.Dance Ensemble were through National Youth Dance Wales and this opportunity is now closed.

Notes on the Application Form sections:

Section 1
This information should be provided by the applicant and should be correct details for direct contact during office hours throughout the programme. These details should be updated with YDance if changed at any time following the submission of an application.

Section 2
This information should be provided by the applicant and should be correct details for direct contact during office hours throughout the programme. These details should be updated with YDance if changed at any time following the submission of an application. Your answers will help us understand your motivation for being part of the U.Dance Ensemble and how you meet the criteria stated on page 3 of this document.
Section 3
There is one audition date in Scotland. If you are not available on 5th November, we may be able to offer you an audition in England or Northern Ireland on an alternative date, but this is not guaranteed. 
Section 4
The nominator’s statement helps provide additional information on the experience and character of the applicant. All other information in this section should be given by the nominator.

Section 5
The declaration should be read and signed by both the applicant and the nominator.

If you have any questions in making an application, please contact YDance on 0141 552 7712 or email victoria@ydance.org 
Good luck with your application!
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