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Media Release

National youth companies to stage Tam O’Shanter

· YDance, Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland collaborate for first time

· Stirling Castle provides historic backdrop for opening performances

· Further performances at Eden Court Theatre, Inverness and at Haddo Hall

· Project part of The Year of Homecoming

Three of Scotland’s National Youth Performing Arts Companies – YDance, Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland have come together for the first time to create a new and vibrant production inspired by Robert Burns’ Epic Poem, Tam O Shanter, as part of the Year of Homecoming. The Premiere will take place on 16/17 October 2009 in the historic setting of the Great Hall at Stirling Castle with further performances at Eden Court Theatre, Inverness and Haddo House, Aberdeenshire (including a Hallowe’en night presentation).

Burns’ dramatic poem, considered to be one of the finest examples of the narrative poem in modern European literature, lends itself naturally to a collaborative performance with its gripping story and its colourful descriptions of dance and music. 
Warlocks and witches in a dance;
Nae cotillion brent new frae France,
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys, and reels,
Put life and mettle in their heels.’
Although written over 200 years ago, the poem remains a powerful tale with its explorations of alcohol, the forces of good and evil, marriage and sexual attraction it still has plenty to say to current society. With their reputations for cutting edge performance the youth companies are now set to create a production retelling the tale for contemporary audiences.
Andy Howitt, Artistic Director of YDance, said:

“Over the last 21 years we have nurtured the remarkable young dance talent in Scotland. As the national youth dance company we are now proud to work with both Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland bringing together dancers and actors and musicians to create this fascinating new take on Burns’ poem for Homecoming Scotland.”

Mary McCluskey, Artistic Director of Scottish Youth Theatre, added

“Scottish Youth Theatre has been giving young people from across Scotland the opportunity to explore and reach their creative potential for over 30 years. Burns’ Tam O’Shanter is the ideal work to showcase acting, dancing and musical talent. Scottish Youth Theatre is therefore delighted to be able to collaborate with Ydance and NYPBOS to stage what promises to be an exhilarating and entertaining production.”

Alisdair McLaren of the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland said:

“The National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland is a cutting edge performance pipe band and we relish this opportunity to collaborate with Scottish Youth Dance and Scottish Youth Theatre to present a contemporary interpretation of Burns’ great poem.”

First Minister Alex Salmond said:
“Scotland’s year of Homecoming marks the 250th anniversary of Robert Burns’ birth and I am delighted that one of the bard’s most famous works has been reinterpreted this year by some of Scotland’s most gifted young performers. This new production is a welcome addition to the Homecoming programme and I am confident that it will inspire and encourage audiences – young and old – to find out more about Scotland’s greatest cultural icon Robert Burns.”
The Tam O’Shanter project began last autumn with a series of workshops under the direction of Andy Howitt (YDance), Mary McCluskey (SYT), Kenny McGlashan (SYT) and Alisdair McLaren (NYPoS). It was further developed in sessions exploring the language, characters and rhythms of the poem during the 2009 Easter vacation. The company will now come together early next month to complete the development of the production.
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Listings
16 & 17 October 2009 at 8pm

Stirling Castle (The Great Hall) 

Tam O’Shanter

Scottish Youth Theatre, YDance and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland present a vibrant new production inspired by Burns classic poem in the historic setting of Stirling Castle.
Tickets: £10 (£6 concessions)
In person from: Tolbooth, Jail Wynd, Stirling, FK8 1DE or by telephone on 01786 274000

26 October 2009 at 7.30pm

Eden Court Theatre

Bishops Road, Inverness, IV3 5SA
Tam O’Shanter

Scottish Youth Theatre, YDance and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland present a vibrant new production inspired by Burns classic poem.
Tickets £10 and £6 (concessions)

In person from the Box Office; by telephone on 01463 234 234 and online at www.eden-court.co.uk

30 & 31 October at 8pm

Haddo House

Ellon, Aberdeenshire, AB41 7EQ
Tam O’Shanter

Scottish Youth Dance, Scottish Youth Theatre and the National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland present a vibrant new production inspired by Burns classic poem including an appropriately spooky Hallowe’en performance.
Tickets: £10 (£6 concessions) + booking fee
In person from His Majesty’s Theatre, Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen, AB25 1GL; by telephone on 01224 641122 or online: www.boxofficeaberdeen.com 
Notes for Editors

YDance (Scottish Youth Dance)
YDance (Scottish Youth Dance) is the National Youth Dance Agency for Scotland. As a leading provider of quality dance education, the Company encourages young people to get active and develop their creativity through dance. YDance works in partnership with a number of different organisations to deliver a range of dance projects – from 1 day events to the 3 year Free To Dance project funded by the Scottish Government Health Department. They have also created a selection of resources and in-service training opportunities to help educational professionals teach dance, as well as delivering both short and long term workshop programmes in nurseries, schools and colleges/universities.  YDance also produces and tours professional dance performances created especially for young people and runs Project Y, Scotland’s Contemporary Youth Dance Company for 16 to 21 year olds, for 4 weeks every summer. 

http://www.ydance.org

Scottish Youth Theatre

Scottish Youth Theatre gives young people in Scotland the opportunity to explore and to reach their creative potential through a quality theatre arts experience. From weekly drama classes to the flagship Summer Festival there is something for everyone. Whether it's behind the scenes or on the stage, SYT’s aim is to present an exciting and varied programme of classes, projects and performances throughout the year and throughout Scotland for young people aged between 3-25. Founded by Gareth Wardell in 1976 Scottish Youth Theatre has produced generations of Scottish performance talent including……..Now based in The Old Sheriff’s Court in Glasgow, SYT also offers an on-going programme of top-class performances by and for young people in the Brian Cox Studio including appearances by leading professional companies.

http://www.scottishyouththeatre.org

National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland

The National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland is a non-competing cutting edge performance pipe band for 10-25 year olds in Scotland. Launched in 2002, the National Youth Pipe Band is the first and only organisation of its kind to bring together Scotland’s most talented young musicians at a national level. Membership is drawn from across Scotland’s 32 councils, and young pipers and drummers come from an array of different competing pipe bands and musical backgrounds, brought together as a collection of the very best chosen to play for their country. The National Youth Pipe Band provides unique development opportunities for its young members and an exceptional musical experience for its audiences. The NYPB is a dynamic, exciting, and modern spin on the traditional pipe band experience, and performs both at home and abroad. http://www.thepipingcentre.co.uk/youth-pb/
Homecoming Scotland 2009

1. Homecoming Scotland 2009 aims to engage Scots at home as well as motivate people of Scottish descent and those who simply love Scotland, to take part in an inspirational celebration of our culture, heritage and some of the many great contributions Scotland has given to the world. 

2. 2009 marks the 250th anniversary of the birth of Scotland's national poet, Robert Burns, with the programme's design guided by Scotland's unique position as the home of Burns himself, Golf, Whisky, Great Minds and Innovations, and Scotland’s culture and heritage which lives on at home and through Scotland’s global family.

3. The budget for Homecoming is £5.5million and the target is for an 8 to 1 return on investment i.e. £44 million revenue additionality. 

4. Homecoming Scotland is funded by the Scottish Government and is managed by EventScotland the national events agency in partnership with VisitScotland, the country’s national tourism agency. Homecoming is part financed by the European Union through the European Regional Development Fund.

5. For more information on Homecoming Scotland please visit: www.homecomingscotland2009.com 

