MOOD BOARD TUTORIALS
TUTORIAL 1 - INTRODUCING THE MOOD BOARD

The mood board section of Choreographic allows you to sketch out ideas for your choreography using text and images. You can access the mood board section by clicking on the “Mood board” tab at the top of the screen. You must have a choreographic portfolio open in order to be able to do this. The list on the left hand side is the mood board list, and you can have as many mood boards in this list as you like. To add a mood board click on the “Add” button, “+”, at the toolbar on the bottom of the screen. A new untitled mood board appears in the list. To rename it, simply double click and type in a name. Press enter to confirm the name. To delete an item from the mood board list, simply click on the delete button, “−”, Choreographic will warn you that you are about delete the selected mood board, at this point you may either cancel or click on delete. 

TUTORIAL 2 - MOOD BOARD DIMENSIONS

Once you have added a new mood board item to the list, you will see a white area on the screen, surrounded by a large grey area. The white area represents the actual mood board. Any objects appearing in the grey area are not included in the mood board, although you may place objects here for somewhere to store them. Above the mood board list on the left hand side, you may click on the arrow button “►” to reduce the width of the list. You may find this useful if you are working on a mood board on a computer with a small screen. To expand the list again, simply click again on the arrow, “►”, and the list re-appears. To change the dimensions of the mood board you use the dimensions button which is this button here, on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen. Clicking on the button produces a menu and you can see there are six different sizes. 640 x 480 pixels, which is the smallest size, 800 x 600 pixels, which is the default size, and 1024 x 768 pixels, which is the largest size. Each of these three sizes are in 4:3 aspect ratio. There are also wide screen options, 640 x 360, 800 x 450 and 1024 x 576. 
TUTORIAL 3 - OBJECTS

Mood boards are composed from mood board objects. To create a mood board object click on the “Add object” button on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen. This creates a new mood board object which you can click and drag to position anywhere you like within the mood board. To add another one, simply click again. You can add as many of these objects as you like. To bring an object to the front of the stack, simply click on it. To bring another one to the front, simply click on that one. In this way you can order your mood board objects from front to back. To delete a mood board object, select it and you will see the red dotted border around it, and then click on the “Delete object” button, which is this button here, and the object is deleted. 

TUTORIAL 4 - TEXT

To change the text of a mood board object, simply select the object, click on the “Text” button, “T”, and in the window either type or paste the text you wish to use. Once you are happy with the text, simply click “OK”. You can see the vertical height of the mood board object automatically adjusts to accommodate the text.

TUTORIAL 5 - TEXT WIDTH

You may also adjust the width of the object. To do this, select the object, go to the “Text width” button, and click. A menu of preset widths is then available, ranging from 50 pixels up to 1000 pixels. You may set this to anything you like depending on the effect you would like to achieve. You should note that the width property only applies to mood board objects that contain just text. If an image is attached to a mood board object, the objects width will always be equal to the width of the image.

TUTORIAL 6 - TEXT SIZE

To change the size of the text in a mood board object, select the object, click on the “Text size” button, and choose one of the values ranging from 9 pixels up to 20 pixels.

TUTORIAL 7 - COLOURS

It is easy to change the colour properties of mood board objects and the mood board itself. Colour properties are changed using the “Colour properties” button on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen. To change the colour of the background select “Canvas colour”, the standard Windows colour picker appears, and you may simply choose a colour you like. To change the colours of the mood board object, first select the object. From the colours properties menu you may choose to change the object background, the object border colour or the object text colour. This is done simply by choosing the appropriate item and picking a colour. You may also set the mood board object to be transparent. When an object is transparent, its background is not filled in so whatever colour is visible on the back of the mood board, will be visible within the object.
TUTORIAL 8 - OBJECT BORDER

It is possible to change the width of the border on any mood board object. To do this select the object, go to the border button on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen, click for the menu, and choose from a number of preset sizes, from a 12 pixel width down to a single pixel width. It is also possible to remove the border altogether by setting this to no border. 

TUTORIAL 9 - CANVAS BACKDROP

As well as setting a colour for the background of the mood board, it is also possible to set a background image. In order to do this, go to the “Actions” button on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen. Click for the menu and choose “Set canvas backdrop”. You may than import an image in a variety of supported image formats, which include; png, jpeg, tif, pict and windows bitmap format. To add the picture click “Attach”. When you import a picture in this way, it is automatically scaled and cropped to fit the dimensions of your mood board. To clear the backdrop simply click on the menu again and choose “Clear canvas backdrop”. Choreographic will ask you if you wish to delete the backdrop and you can either click “Yes” to delete, or “No” to cancel. 
TUTORIAL 10 - IMAGES

Mood board objects may also contain pictures. This is done by attaching a picture to an object. To do this take the following steps; click on the “Add object” button on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen, move the new object to the desired location on the mood board, click on the “Attach” button and choose a picture, to attach the picture click “Attach”, notice that the width of the mood board object automatically adjusts to the width of the picture, and that trying to change the width will have no effect. If you wish to have an object that contains only a picture and has no text, simply click on the “Text” button and delete the text. In this way it is possible to add images to your mood board.
TUTORIAL 11 - COMPOSITING

The mood board also supports compositing. Compositing is the overlaying of transparent, or semi transparent elements to create a composite effect. In order to use compositing within a mood board, you must first prepare your images in a drawing package such as Photoshop or Fireworks. Here is an example of a fireworks image, which is simply a rectangle filled with a gradient colour, going from a lilac to completely transparent. We are going to use this graphic as a panel to place behind the text on our mood board, to give some additional contrast between the text and the background. In order to use transparent images for compositing in a mood board, you must save them as a transparent png file. You should look at the instructions for your graphics software to find out how to do this. To use this image for compositing in the mood board, we must attach it to a new mood board object. So, we create a mood board object and attach the image that we created in the drawing package. I would now like to remove the text and the border from this image. Click on the “Text” button and delete the text. Click on the “Border” button and choose no border. Finally to see the compositing effect we must make the mood board object transparent. Go to the colour properties menu and choose “Toggle object transparency”. You can now see that we have the lilac gradient going from full opacity to full transparency. I’m going to place this object behind the text of the poem, and you can now see that we have improved the readability of the text by adding an extra layer of contrast, while still being able to see the image underneath.
TUTORIAL 12 - EXPORT

Once you have finished your mood board image, you may export it as a picture to your hard disk. To do this go to the “Actions” menu, and choose export image, the image will then be framed in a thick black border. When you are ready to export the image, click on the “Take picture” button. The system will prepare the screen for capturing the image, which can take several seconds. Once the image has been captured you are prompted to save the image to your disk. You may give the image a name and then click “Save”. The image has now been saved to your hard disk, from where it may be opened in any image viewing software.  
TUTORIAL 13 - EXPORT TO DANCE LOG

To export a mood board to a new dance log entry, go to the “Actions” menu on the toolbar at the bottom of the screen and select “New log entry with image”. The screen will be prepared for capturing the image of the mood board, click “Take picture” to proceed. Once the image capture is complete, the dance log screen will open and you will see that a new entry has been created using your mood board image as the attached image for the entry. 
